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The Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active arranger, composer, educator and advocate of music
education. He has been the Director of Bands at Mercer Area Middle-Senior High
School since August of 1995. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education
from Grove City College, and graduated from Duquense University with a Master’s
Degree in Music Education. In addition to his teaching duties at Mercer, Travis is a
Doctorate in Philosophy Candidate in Music Education at Kent State University.

At Mercer, he is the Director of the Middle School Concert Band, Senior High Concert
Band, and Senior High Wind Ensemble. He also instructs the extra-curricular marching
band, pep band, chamber winds, and jazz ensemble. Travis has served as a District
President and County Representative for PMEA. Travis is also a member of Phi Beta
Mu (Nu Chapter), ASCAP, and the National Band Association. He has been a guest
speaker in music education at various colleges and universities for secondary methods
classes and PMEA workshops, and presented at the 2009 & 2011 PMEA State Conference.
He is in frequent demand as a clinician, guest conductor, and for commissioned works
for concert band. He has been a guest conductor for a number of Honor Bands across
the Eastern United States, and was the composer-in-residence for the East Stroudsburg School District Composer
Series.

Travis’ compositions have received many awards. In 2009, his composition Journey to the Prairie received 3'd place
in the 2nd Annual Frank Ticheli Composition Contest, and he is a three-time ASCAP Plus Award Winner. His pieces
for concert band have been performed by groups ranging from elementary to the collegiate level. Notable performances
have been given by Grove City College Wind Ensemble, Westminster College Wind Ensemble, the River City Youth
Brass Band (Pittsburgh), the Marks Concert Band (Hermitage, PA.), The Florida State Summer Wind Ensemble, the
Carnegie Mellon Pre-College Summer Wind Ensemble, The VanderCook College Symphonic Band (2009 Midwest
Clinic), The West Ridge Middle School Wind Ensemble (2010 Midwest Clinic), and the Youngstown State University
(OH) Concert Band.

Travis resides in Mercer with his wife Beth, their three daughters and a son.

About the Music

Jubilant Flourishes is a brilliant and joyful concert written as an opener for a high school band concert. After a
bold introduction, a buoyant melody emerges from the lower voices of the ensemble surrounded by brief fanfares
and punctuations that resonate throughout the rest of the piece. The “flourishes” that surround it exist in rapid,
running woodwind passages, and short punctuations by the various sections. The material in the transition to
measure 80 sets a unique, dark contrasting section that leads to a recapitulation of the secondary theme first
heard at measure 41. The main melody returns briefly at measure 130 before a series of bold fanfares bring the
piece to an exciting finish.

Rehearsal Notes

The opening hits an apex at measure 21. Be sure to get proper dynamic contrast from the ensemble on the .fp so
the clarinet, French horn, trombone, and baritone line can cut through. Encourage the melody line to play with a
full, rich, buoyant sound as the main melody enters at measure 25, and balance the flourishes so they comple-
ment the lower voices.

Both sections at measure 41 and measure 112 provide important thematic contrast though they each have different
tonal centers. Recommend the ensemble to play in the same style in both sections, listening to each other for balance,
articulation, and dynamic levels. In both instances the building energy at the end of the section leads to a return
of the main theme.

The percussionists are integral throughout the work to help establish a consistent, steady tempo that allows the
flourishes and fanfares to unfold. [ would suggest that the timpani player use a hard, staccato mallet throughout
the work to allow the instrument to speak. Their entrances at various points add dramatic moments that really
make the work shine.

[ hope this piece is a wonderful experience for you and your ensemble. It is vibrant, exciting, joyous, and uplifting
— just like our experiences in the arts should be for every student. I thank you in advance for your support of

this music and wish you and your ensemble well!
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